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Dear Parents and Carers,  
  
I am delighted to be writing my first newsletter as head teacher of Dalmeny 
Primary School.  I have enjoyed visiting the classes and nursery and getting 
to know the pupils, staff and parents and have been made to feel very 
welcome. Please do come up and introduce yourselves outside school, at a 
safe distance of course! I will attempt to be at the gate before and after school 
each day and I’m very much looking forward to meeting you and becoming 
part of the Dalmeny community. 
 
Welcome Back 
I hope you have had a lovely October break and managed to relax and enjoy 
time as a family. The children have returned happy and enthusiastic and it 
was great to end our first week back with a fun Halloween morning. The 
children looked fantastic in their costumes and enjoyed taking part in 
Halloween crafts, games and activities.  
 
Dress For The Weather 
As the temperature begins to fall please make sure your child has warm 
clothes for indoor and outdoor activities. When the schools re-opened in 
August, part of the risk assessment in keeping the school safe was to ensure 
that the buildings were well ventilated and that the children had access to 
outdoor learning. While the classes are generally warm, with added ventilation 
it can get a little chilly.  
 
Digital Learning from Home 
Hopefully, you should have received your child’s TEAMS passwords for you to 
access your child’s account. Over the last few weeks the children have been 
practising logging into Teams, making sure their password works, accessing 
activities and navigating around their class site. We will begin setting 
homework activities soon for children to practice using the system at home. 
Please make sure you try logging in at home so that any issues can be 
resolved. If you need any support in accessing Teams, don’t hesitate to get in 
touch, we’ll be more than happy to help.  
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Home learning will be used to provide continuity in learning for our pupils in 
the event of: 

• School closure due to local lockdown 

• If a child/family is self-isolating 

• A whole class is self-isolating 

• Any long- term illness/injury, where a child is not able to attend school.  

• Homework activities (some classes) 
 

GOING LIVE 

This year the school have adopted a new system for parent consultation, 
called Parents Booking. It is very user friendly. An email will be sent out 
today with a link to allow access to the system to book your Parent 

Consultation appointment. The system goes live tonight at 6.00 
pm. Once you have booked your slot you will receive confirmation of your 

booking and information on how to access your virtual meeting with your 
child/children’s class teacher. If you experience any teething problems, please 
contact the school office and Mrs Melville will be more than happy to advise 
you. 
 
P1 Enrolment 
This year our Primary 1 Enrolment is to be carried out online. A link will be 
available on the City of Edinburgh Council Website tomorrow, under P1 
Enrolments.  Under the current restrictions we are unable to hold an Open 
Day for our prospective Primary 1’s. However, they will be able to watch a 
virtual tour of the school and have access to useful information regarding the 
P1 curriculum on the school website from next week. From Monday the 9th of 
November a link for P1 enrolment will be made available on our school 
website. 
 
Poppy Day 
Dalmeny has a long history of working with and supporting the armed forces 
community and their families. It is the Royal British Legion’s biggest 
fundraising campaign held every year in November. This year we are 
continuing to support the charity. If your child wishes to purchase a poppy, 
donations should be sent into school the week beginning Monday 9th of 
November and given to the class teacher. The class teacher will then 
distribute the poppies. 
 
Health and Safety Updates 
In school reinforcing social distancing, having staggered start and end to the 
school day, maintaining class bubbles, introducing enhanced hand washing 
and hygiene routines have all helped to contain the spread of the 
Coronavirus. It is important that we all play our part in following the Scottish 
Governments advice and recommendations to protect ourselves and our 
families. Below is an updated reminder of the guidelines for schools.  
 
 
We appreciate your support in adhering to the guidelines and keeping the 
Dalmeny community safe.  



 

 

 

• Parents and carers dropping off and picking up pupils should wear face 
coverings (if able to do so).  

• Parents and carers should not gather outside the school and need to 
maintain distancing of 2 metres. 

• Parents and carers should not enter the school building, unless this 
has been agreed with the office or a member of the Senior Leadership 
Team. When entering the school, face coverings must be worn.  

 
Dates for the diary 
 
November 
9 November     P1 Enrolment Week 
      Curriculum leaflets sent home 

     11 November     Parent Forum online (7.00 – 8.00 pm) 
17 November     Parent Consultations online (3.40 – 5.50 pm) 
16/20 November   Anti-bullying Week 
19 November   Parent Consultations online (5.30 – 8.00 pm) 
27 November   Dress Down Day  
 
December 
22 December  End of term 
 
January 

     6 January  Pupil’s resume 
 
And finally, I appreciate that I have shared a lot of information with you 
today, please be assured my December newsletter will be far more 
succinct. I look forward to meeting you all over the course of the next few 
weeks and months. If you have any questions or wish to discuss any 
aspect of your child’s learning,  please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Best wishes 
 
Rhian Chapman 
Head Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 


