
Extract from Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban 

 

 

 

 

 

Harry Potter Questions  

1) Who was asleep on the train? 

2) How did Harry know the person had 

woken up? 

3) What was the soft, crackling noise? 

4) What did the flames illuminate? 

5) Why is Lupin heading towards the 

door? 

6) What was in the doorway? 

7) Why could its face not be seen? 

8) How long was its hand visible for? 

9) How do we know the cold was so 

intense? 

10)What could Harry hear 

 

Professor Lupin appeared to have woken up at 

last. Harry could hear movements in his corner. 

None of them spoke. There was a soft, crackling 

noise and a shivering light filled the 

compartment. Professor Lupin appeared to be 

holding a handful of flames. They illuminated his 

tired grey face, but his eyes looked alert and 

wary. “Stay where you are,” he said, in the same 

hoarse voice, and he got slowly to his feet with 

his handful of fire held out in front of him. But 

the door slid slowly open before Lupin could 

reach it. Standing in the doorways, illuminated 

by the shivering flames in Lupin’s hand, was a 

cloaked figure that towered to the ceiling. Its 

face was completely hidden beneath its hood. 

Harry’s eyes darted downwards, and what he saw 

made his stomach contract. There was a hand 

protruding from the cloak and it was glistening, 

greyish, slimy-looking and scabbed, like 

something dead that had decayed in water … It 

was visible only for a split second. As though the 

creature beneath the cloak sensed Harry’s gaze, 

the hand was suddenly withdrawn into the folds 

of the black material. And then the thing 

beneath the hood, whatever it was, drew a long, 

slow, rattling breath, as though it was trying to 

suck something more than air from its 

surroundings. An intense cold swept over them 

all. Harry felt his own breath catch in his chest. 

The cold went deeper than his skin. It was inside 

his chest, it was inside his very heart … Harry’s 

eyes rolled up into his head. He could not see. He 

was drowning in cold. There was a rushing in his 

ears as though of water. He was being dragged 

downwards, the roaring growing louder … And 

then, from far away, he heard screaming, 

terrible, terrified, pleading screams. 

 


