
You Zeus, You Lose

Read the passage and choose the correct definition for the homonyms that are underlined.

A long time ago in Greece, lived Jason, the son of Aeson, the King of 
Iolocus. When Jason’s father died, his uncle, Pelias seized the throne, 
stealing it from Jason. Jason demanded the return of his rightful throne, so 
Pelias set him a task to prove his worth; to steal the golden fleece. 
So, Jason and his companions left on a boat named the Argo in pursuit of 
the fleece. It took 50 men to row the boat. They became known as the 
Argonauts.

Jason and the Argonauts

Steal

Take another person’s property without permission.

Move or creep somewhere quietly.

Left

The opposite of right.

The past tense of ‘leave’.

Row

A number of people or things in a straight line.

Propel a boat or ship with oars.

They got on board their long ship and set off on their journey, travelling 
for many days. They encountered countless difficulties on their way. As 
they passed through Hellespont, a narrow strait in front of them was 
blocked by two great rocks, clashing together. They managed to get 
through just in time, before being crushed. With the wind at its strongest 
to fill their sails, they rowed through with all their strength.

Board

A long, thin piece of flat wood or other hard 
material.
Get into a ship, aircraft or vehicle.
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Eventually they reached their destination, safe and sound, and Jason went 
to the king to ask for the golden fleece. Now, the king had no intention of 
letting Jason have the fleece, but he set him some challenges and if he 
completed them, then he could have the fleece. Jason’s heart sank at the 
task ahead of him, but the king’s daughter, Medea, came to his aid, and 
with her help he accomplished his tasks.

Passed

To move through in a specified direction.

To be successful in a test.

Fleece

The woolly covering of a sheep or goat.

To obtain money by overcharging.

Safe

Protected from danger or harm.

A strong box or cupboard used for keeping 
valuable things.

The first task was to plough a field with two fire breathing bulls; his 
second was to sow the furrows of the field with serpent’s teeth, where 
armed men sprang from the ground to attack him. On hearing that the 
tasks were successfully completed, the king was angry with both Jason and 
his daughter. He refused to give up the fleece, so that night, again with 
the help of Medea, Jason went to where the fleece was being guarded by a 
dragon. Medea put the dragon to sleep with her enchantments, and Jason 
snatched the fleece, and hastened away to where his boat and men were 
waiting for him.

Fire

To use a weapon to propel a bullet.

Hot bright flames.
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On their journey home they faced many dangers, but Jason returned home 
triumphant with the fleece. The king had never thought he would see 
Jason again, thinking he would be killed on his adventures, and he refused 
to give the throne back to him. Medea tricked Pelias, and sent him to sleep 
forever. Jason became king and had succeeded in his heroic challenge. 

Sow

An adult female pig.

Plant by scattering in or on the earth.

Back

The opposite direction of travelling forwards.

Rear section of the body from the shoulders to the 
hips.


