
Reading for Enjoyment 
One of the best gifts you can give to your child is to show them 

the joy of reading. But remember, you cannot force a child to 

read for enjoyment- you can only encourage them. 

 

 

 Be a role model. Children learn from copying others, 

so let them see you read.  

 

 Read to your child. They are never too old! Twenty 

minutes sharing a book works wonders. 

 

 Quiet time for reading.  Set aside twenty minutes of 

quiet time for reading. This could be before bed, 

after dinner or straight after school. They will soon 

see this as a special time for reading and will develop 

a lifelong habit of reading for pleasure. 

 

 Offer them a variety of texts. Not everyone enjoys 

fiction. Children need to be allowed to choose what 

to read but should be encouraged to try other 

materials too, such as non-fiction, graphic novels, 

newspapers or magazines. 

 

 Give books/book tokens. Show your child that books 

are as important as toys and clothes on birthdays 

and at Christmas.  

 

 Join a library.  It’s free! 
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Active Reading at Dalmeny Primary School 

This is an exciting initiative, which has been successfully trialled 

throughout Scotland. Its aim is to equip pupils of all abilities with 

the skills necessary to improve their literacy and motivate them to 

become enthusiastic lifelong readers. This booklet is intended to 

briefly outline how reading lessons take place in your child’s class 

and give you ideas about how you can help them at home. 
                                            

 

 

At Home 

P1 

Whilst in the process of learning to read, children need to be given 

as much practice as possible. Therefore, their reading book will be 

sent home each day for you to share with your child, along with 

suggestions of key skills to practise. This may include:   

 Reading the book to your child & talking about it 

 Reading the book with your child (at the same time) 

 Listening to your child read. Remember to praise them. 

* Please note - Encouraging your child to retell the story and to 

talk in detail about the book are two of the most worthwhile 

activities a parent can do with their child at this stage. * 

P2-7 

Pupils working within the first and second levels do not bring their 

core reading books home. Allowing children to have a choice of 

what is read, how much is read and when and where reading takes 

place, encourages them to become more motivated and independent 

readers. 

However, pupils will be given the opportunity to choose a book from 

the mobile/school library to read for pleasure at home. If you are 

looking for further texts, suggested lists of level appropriate 

reading materials are also available on the Scottish Book Trust and 

school websites. 

This session pupils will also be encouraged to read a variety of 

texts through the First Minister’s National reading challenge which 

runs until May 2017. Children will receive their own personal 

reading passport to complete. We would appreciate your support in 

encouraging your child to participate and to keep the updated 

reading passport in their reading packet to allow class discussion 

and exploration of texts. Please also see the back page of this 

booklet for other ways to support your child. 

 

 

In School 

P1 – P3 

Your child will be practising their reading every day in school.  

Sessions will include reading aloud for fluency and for expression, 

word and sound recognition, understanding and comprehension, 

prediction and retelling. They will be playing text related games, 

completing a wide variety of written activities, as well as using 

netbooks, i-pads and computers to practise their reading skills. They 

will be learning how to use their knowledge of phonics to decode 

words and will also be given opportunities to read fiction, non-fiction, 

plays and poetry. 

P4-7 

Your child will be consolidating and improving their skills during 

three core reading sessions per week. These sessions will encourage 

development in the following – reading for fluency, comprehension, 

reading aloud and with expression, prediction and word meanings. 

They will also be looking at the writer’s craft such as style, 

character analysis and settings and using this to help improve their 

imaginative and personal writing. They will be tackling follow up 

activities based on the text and will be practising their punctuation, 

grammar and spelling.  

Although the children will continue to work individually and as a 

whole class, there will be a much greater emphasis on collaborative 

learning, where the pupils work in pairs and trios.  

 

 

 

Please note that pupils who receive extra support will continue to do so. 
The above reading sessions will be in addition to their usual routine. 
 


