
 

 

 

Dalmeny Primary School 
 

HOME LEARNING POLICY STATEMENT (March 2013) 
 

                                                                                                                                                           
HOW THIS POLICY WAS DEVISED 
 

In June 2012 all parents/carers were asked to complete a questionnaire in order to 

provide feedback on Homework at Dalmeny. The results were shared at a Parent Forum 

meeting in November 2012 and a small working party, consisting of the Principal Teacher 

and parents, was set up. They developed a draft policy that was then shared with the 

House Captains, Staff and Parents’ Forum before finally being adopted in March 2013. 

In recognition of the important part parents/carers have to pay in their children’s 

education Homework will now be referred to as Home Learning (agreed August 2016) 

 

RATIONALE 

 

Research evidence shows that Home Learning has a positive effect on children’s learning. 

 

Home Learning plays a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment; however, we 

also acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and 

development. While Home Learning is important, it should not prevent children from 

participating in the wide range of out-of-school clubs and organisations that play an 

important part in the lives of many children. 

 

Home Learning should be: 

 Regular 

 Related to previous learning 

 Achievable 

 Challenging 

 Varied 

 

The aim of this policy is to: 

 Ensure a consistent approach to the amount and quality of Home Learning tasks 

across the whole school while still taking into account the needs of individual 

children. 

 Ensure that all children, parents and staff have a shared understanding of the 

purpose of Home Learning. 



 Support parents/carers by ensuring that they are well informed about the amount 

of Home Learning expected and the amount of time that is appropriate to spend 

on Home Learning at each stage. 

 Give parents guidance on how much support they should give their child. 

 

 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF HOME LEARNING? 
 

The main reasons for giving Home Learning are 

 To encourage children to be enthusiastic about their learning and to help them to 

understand that they have opportunities to learn out with school 

 To consolidate or extend what has been learned in class 

 To allow parents to see the kinds of learning experiences that their children are 

involved in. 

 To help promote home/school communication 

 To prepare for future class work e.g. gathering information, bringing objects 

from home 

 To encourage pupil ownership and responsibility for learning 

 To train pupils in organising and planning their time, developing good work habits 

and a degree of self discipline 

 to increase one to one attention for certain tasks e.g. learning “tricky words” in 

P1/2 and times tables 

 

HOW MUCH HOME LEARNING IS APPROPRIATE? 
 

When asking “how much Home Learning” we tend to mean “how much time” should the 

tasks take to complete. The Scottish Government sets out clear guidelines on how much 

Home Learning children should be given. Our Home Learning policy is based on this. 

 

Primary 1             1 hour per week 

Primary 2            1 hour per week 

Primary 3            1.5 hours per week 

Primary 4            1.5 hours per week 

Primary 5            2 hours per week 

Primary 6            2 hours per week 

Primary 7            2.5 hours per week 

 

Although these times are given as a weekly average, we would recommend that time 

spent on Home Learning be spread throughout the week as this allows children to 

reinforce and revisit work completed in school. By giving Home Learning on a weekly 

basis we hope that it will be more flexible and able to be completed at the families’ 

convenience. 



 

 

 

 

HOME LEARNING IN PRACTICE 
 

Home Learning tasks are shared with parents/carers in a weekly Home Learning letter 

which is usually issued on a Monday to be returned on a Friday. Some work may take 

longer e.g. a personal projects or work for JASS (Junior Award Scheme Scotland) which 

may take several weeks to research and complete. A specific due date for such work 

would be added to the Home Learning letter. An example of a Home Learning letter can 

be found in the Appendix.  

 

Children do occasionally fail to complete core class work for a variety of reasons and it 

may be that unfinished work is sent home for completion, with the agreement of 

parents. This should not happen regularly and if this becomes a persistent problem, one 

of the Senior Learning Team will be consulted and may contact parents to discuss this 

further. 

 

Whilst most Home Learning will be set by the Class Teacher, it may occasionally come 

from another teacher e.g. from the French specialist or the Support for Learning 

Teacher if he/she is working with your child. 

 

Home Learning tasks should: 

 be differentiated to reflect class groupings. 

 reinforce learning in basic numeracy and literacy skills  

 provide opportunities to develop many other areas of the school curriculum 

 provide opportunities for pupils and families to be involved in the life of the 

school.  

 include “Big Talk” Home Learning as a regular feature of Home Learning. This is 

used to enhance “Big Writing” activities in the class. Please see the Appendix for 

more information and ideas about “Big Talk”. 

 

It is expected that all pupils complete their Home Learning on time and hand it in to 

their class teacher. Teachers have the discretion to award house points for Home 

Learning they feel is of a high standard or demonstrates a high degree of effort. 

Each time a pupil fails to complete Home Learning tasks, the class teacher will send a 

“Home Learning Alert” letter home to ask for support from the parent/carer. A copy of 

this letter is included in the Appendix. Home Learning that is not returned on a Friday 

will not be marked until the following week.  

 



The school has a weekly Home Learning club that is run to support pupils who find it 

difficult to complete their Home Learning for various reasons e.g. no access to a 

computer or internet for research activities. The children are referred by the class 

teachers and parental permission is requested. 

 

It is the policy of the school as well as the Children and Families Department to 

discourage parents from taking holidays during term-time. Home Learning cannot be set 

in advance of holidays because your child will not have been part of the teaching and 

learning involved with the task. However children should be encouraged to keep a holiday 

diary and continue with their reading and, if appropriate, may be expected to catch up 

on their return to school. Support with this work is much appreciated by the teaching 

staff. 

 

EXPECTATIONS OF TEACHERS, PARENTS/CARERS AND PUPILS 

 

Teachers at Dalmeny will: 

 Set and correct Home Learning in terms of the school policy. 

 Provide feedback to parents/carers and pupils. 

 Give praise, including house points, for effort and standard of work. 

 Keep a weekly record of children completing Home Learning. 

 

Parents and Carers at Dalmeny should: 

 Help pupils find a suitable time and place to work. 

 Be active in supporting the child’s learning and help them to organise reference 

materials if necessary, especially in the early stages. 

 Ensure pupils adhere to instructions about Home Learning. 

 Sign the tasks in the Home Learning jotter when they have been completed to 

confirm that the child has completed the tasks to the best of their ability. 

 Inform the class teacher if there are any concerns or reasons why work cannot be 

completed e.g. unsure of what is required or one-off extra-curricular activity. 

 

Children at Dalmeny will: 

 Complete Home Learning tasks as specified on time and to the best of their 

ability. 

 Give the same level of effort and presentation as would be expected of class 

work. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix       
P2/3 Home Learning for 28th September 2012 

No more than 15 minutes work is expected a night. 

 

Friday 28th September is walk to school day, Munchy Lunchy and dress down day. Please send in £1 

(per family) if your child would like to dress down; if not they should wear school uniform. 

 

Reading 

Please continue to help your child to work on their ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory presentation. At the 

end of the week we will send out a timetable informing you which day your child will do their presentation. 

In their reading records please record the book they have selected for reading and sharing at home, 

including title and author. Monday is library day. 

Yellow and red group - please continue to practice learning the common words your child has in his/her 

Home Learning packets.  

 

Talk Home Learning for this week’s Big Writing (NB - We do not expect any written work for this – it is 

oral work only) 

This week your child will be designing and making a poster to describe the physical characteristics of one 

of the children who visited Willy Wonka’s factory. Please discuss their chosen character with him/her 

using as many interesting words as possible. They can choose from Veruca Salt, Charlie Bucket, Augustus 

Gloop, Mike Teavee or Violet Beauregarde. 

 

Spelling 

All spelling groups will also continue to work on ‘magic e’ activities. This week we will be introducing ‘o’ + 

‘magic e’, focussing on how the ‘magic e’ makes the vowel sound ‘o’ say its letter name: 

e.g.   rot + e = rote (the short vowel ‘o’ becomes long vowel sound ‘O’) 

Attached to the Home Learning sheet are some suggested words for you to work on with your child. 

 

Maths 

This half term the Home Learning focus continues to be practical activities involving money. This week we 

are working on ‘more’. Examples of the areas we will be concentrating on are:- 

1. Bill has 18p. How much more money does he need to make __ p? 

2. If Joe has 12p and I have 21p, how much more money do I have? 

3. Leah has 30p and Jen has 5p more. How much money does Jen have? 

If possible please let your child work with real coins. In their jotter please briefly note which activities 

you carried out with your child and how you feel they managed. 

Hexagons 

Practice working up to £1 

Squares 

Practice working up to 50p 

Triangles 

Practice working up to 20p 

  

Parents – please note 

 Please check and tidy out Home Learning packets at home every night. 

 As we have children in school who have nut allergies, where possible, can you please provide a nut free 

snack for your child. 

 Please ensure your child brings a waterproof jacket and water bottle every day. 



 

 

                 Primary 7 Home Learning: Week beginning 26/11/12 

Dates for the Diary 

Wednesday 28th:  P.E. 

                             Pantomime – please make sure you have handed in your money beforehand. 

Friday 30th:         Hand in your Home Learning – Spelling, Maths, Reading and TOPIC 

                             Nativity Dress Rehearsal – Primary 7s serving teas and coffees. 

                             Munchy Lunchy and Dress Down Day. 

 

Spelling 

You have copied your spelling words for the week into your Home Learning jotter. Please copy them 

three times in your jotter and make sure you have learnt them. You will be tested on them on Friday. 

Then complete ONE of these activities: 

 Pyramid write each of your words, eg    h 

                                                                       ho 

                                                                      hom 

                                                                     home 

 Create a crossword (with clues) for your words. 

 Enter your words into www.spellingcity.com and complete some of the games. 

 Write each of your spelling words. Underline the vowels and then circle the consonants.  

 First write your spelling words the way you usually do it. Then, try writing the list with your 

other hand! 

               

Maths 

We are practising multiplying a 2 digit number by a 1 digit number this week: 

Eg 34 x 7     1)  30 x 7 = 210 

2) 4 x 7 = 28 

3) 210 + 28 = 238 

Please complete the reverse sheet in your jotter. 

 

Reading 

Please read for pleasure for at least 15 minutes a day. This could be a novel, newspaper, magazine, or 

even a comic. Write down the number of pages you read each night in your reading record. Once you 

have finished a book, ask your parent to sign the record and you can move around the solar system! 

 

Topic 

You already have the Topic Home Learning grid for the term. Please complete your 2 activities and 

have your costume ready by Friday the 30th of November (THIS WEEK!) 

 

JASS 

We are currently completing the ‘Get Active, Stay Active’ section. You need to complete twelve hours 

of sport. Please remember to collect evidence of this – it could be a diary, photos, certificates, etc. 

 

Tesco 

Tesco’s has asked DPS to make a display for the store window. We are asking if every child can 

contribute towards the display by drawing round their hand and colouring it in green. If this can be 

http://www.spellingcity.com/


returned to the class teacher by Wednesday 28th November, Mrs Gorman will put the display 

together and take it to the store. 
 

 

Primary 7 

World War II Project Home Learning 

Due Friday 30th November 

 

This term’s project Home Learning is set out in the grid below.  The ‘Make Do and Mend’ activity is 

compulsory as it relates to our drama project.  In addition, you must choose two other activities to do 

between now and 30th November.  You may bring completed Home Learning into school at any time between 

now and the final deadline. Have fun! 

 

Compulsory  

‘Make Do and Mend’ 

Design a world War II outfit for you to wear during our drama day.  You will need to do 

some research on the type of clothes worn by people in Britain during the war and you 

can choose whether to be an adult or child.  Please note that as our drama relates to life 

on the Home Front we don’t need any military uniforms unless you choose to be a 

member of the emergency services or Home Guard.  We will be studying how people 

altered and repaired clothes during the war years as a result of rationing and your task 

is to find and adapt clothes that you can wear.  Please do not cut or otherwise 

permanently alter any old clothes unless an adult gives you permission to do so. 

 

 

Design and build a model Anderson or 

Morrison Shelter. Bring your model in to 

add to the display of work. 

Research a famous person from the 

Second World War and write a fact-file on 

them to add to our display. Include a 

bibliography to show what sources (books, 

websites) you used for your research. 

 

Write a song to keep people’s spirits up 

during the war.  You can add new words to 

an existing World War II tune or compose 

your own melody.  Be ready to perform it 

to the class. 

 

 

 

Write a diary entry for a Blitz survivor.  

Describe their experience of the bombing, 

explain how they survived and how it has 

affected them. 

Create a wartime recipe (don’t forget 

about rationing).  Try your recipe out and 

ask a volunteer to taste it and write a 

comment about it. Write your recipe out 

and bring it into school. 

Invent a board game to keep children 

occupied during the long wartime evenings 

while the family listened to broadcasts on 

the radio.  Bring your game into school, 

together with the instructions for how to 

play it. 

 

 

 

Write a script for a radio news broadcast 

about a key even during World War II. 

Learn how to darn a sock or a woollen 

jumper.  Someone in your family might be 



Practise your best BBC newsreader’s voice 

and be ready to deliver your bulletin in 

class. 

 

 

able to teach you, or you can get a copy of 

the instructions from your class teacher. 

Bring an example to school. 

Write a letter from a father abroad to his 

family at home.  Remember that he would 

not be allowed to tell them exact details 

about where he was or what he was doing, 

but he would be able to tell them 

something about his daily life eg. on board 

a submarine, in the desert, or in a prisoner 

of war camp. 

Create a poster to promote the war effort 

and to encourage people at home to ‘do 

their bit’.  You could choose from being 

thrifty with clothes, children being 

evacuated, women working in factories, 

growing your own fruit and vegetables or 

the importance of the blackout. 

Design a Victory Garden 

During World War II, a garden was a useful thing to have. Because of rationing, food 

was in short supply. Flowers grown for decoration were replaced by vegetables that 

could provide extra food for the family.  

Draw up a plan of your Victory Garden.  Your garden is 10m by 14m.  You must have 

paths 1 metre wide between all the different areas in your garden. In your garden you 

will need: 

 

 

 

Size 

Anderson Shelter  

 

2m wide x 3m long 

Vegetable allotment 

 

As large a space as 

possible 

Fruit trees  

 

Each tree needs 6 sq 

metres 

Compost Heap  

 

1m x 2m 

Greenhouse 

 

1.8m wide x 2.5m long 

Chicken coop  

 

1 sq metre per chicken 

Rabbit hutches  

(can be built up like a block of 

flats, to a maximum of 3 

storeys) 

0.5 sq metre per rabbit 

Once you finish your plan, use books to research which vegetables you would grow, and 

put them on your plan in the vegetable allotment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
   D                   Dalmeny Primary School 

                                    Green Flag School  
P    S                                     Dalmeny Primary School 

        Carlowrie Crescent 

        Dalmeny 

        EH30 9TZ 

        Tel 0131 331 1447 

        admin@dalmeny.edin.sch.uk 

      https://dalmenyprimaryschool.wordpress.com/ 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

I would like to bring to your attention that 

 

 

The school places an importance on your contribution to your child’s learning and Home 

Learning is an important way in which the home and school can work together. Learning in 

the home can help your child and your support for Home Learning makes such a 

difference. 

 

Please contact the school if you are experiencing difficulties in supporting the School 

Home Learning Policy. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Class Teacher 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Child’s name……………………………………………………………. Class…………………….. 

 

I acknowledge receipt of the Home Learning alert. 

 

Comments: 

 

 

 

Signed………………………………………………………………….. Date……………………………     
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